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can be uncoupled at their destination and glide down
to earth whilst the " locomotive " proceeds. There are
tiny planes called " sky fleas " and vast planes like the
Maxim Gorky, which collided and crashed in 1935, only
to be succeeded, if desired, by other monsters of a like or
greater size.

(in)

Machine-building in the U.S S.R. stands today first in
Europe: its only rival in capacity and output is the USA.
Already the output stands twenty-thiee times higher than
the pie-war level. And the rate of increase is still on the
sleep upward incline. By rhe end of the Third Five-Year
Plan in 1942 the output will be 225 per cent, that of the
1937 level.

Thousands of new types of machines have already been
mastered, and the up-to-date engineering works built
during these years can now cope with the mass production
of any type demanded by the national economy or for
defensive purposes.

In the year 1938 alone the machine-building industry
was scheduled to start manufacturing 277 new types and
sizes of machine tools, high-pressure turbines and boilers,
improved generators, automobile motors, Diesel engines,
cranes, cars, and agricultural machinery.

By the year 1942 the assortment of tools is to increase
by 800: the proportion of highly productive automatic
and semi-automatic tools is to rise considerably.

The Soviet machine-building industry eagerly scans the
latest achievements of woild technique. Students have
ready access to the world's scientific and technical journals.
The role of the designer has been strengthened and experi-
mental departments of every kind increased and equipped.
Soviet engineers seek to supplement foreign advance with
native initiative.

The peculiarities of the Soviet system naturally and spon-
taneously tend to rapid progress in machine design and
construction. The technical problems of the next five